
  

Date and Calendar



  

It's complicated...

➔Not just local time
➔Also calendars
➔And timezones
➔And DST



  

Timezone confusion!!



  

Timezone confusion+++

● The web server has a timezone
● The MYSQL server has a timezone
● The PHP server has a timezone
● The site has a timezone
● The user may have a timezone
● The date may have a timezone



  

PHP compatibility

● Older PHP date functions don't handle 
timezones and daylight savings time well 
enough.

● Date API uses PHP 5.2 date and timezone 
functions.

● Date PHP4 Module provides emulation for 
PHP 4.x, 5.0, and 5.1 (but is slower and less 
efficient.)

● Use native PHP 5.2+ for best performance.



  

Date field types

● Datestamp (Unix Timestamp)
– Stores the date as an integer.
– Easy math processing and manipulation.
– Not human-readable.
– Implies precision to seconds.



  

Date field types

● Date (ISO Date)
– Stores the date in an ISO format:

YYYY-MM-DDTHH:MM:SS.
– Human-readable.
– Works well for for incomplete dates, best 

format for historical dates.
– Internationally-recognized format.



  

Date field types

● Datetime
– Stores the date in the database's native 

date format.
– Human-readable.
– Can be used for incomplete dates.
– Uses the database's date handling 

functions without any conversion.



  

Date widget types

● Text field
● Select list
● jQuery calendar popup



  

Timezone handling

● Uses non-deprecated timezone names,
like America/Chicago instead of US/Central.

● Configurable by field:
– Site
– UTC
– Date
– None



  

Date settings

● 'To date' can be required, optional, or omitted.
● Can be single, multiple, or repeating.
● Configurable timezone handling.
● From and To date values can default to 'now', 

'blank', or relative.
● Custom format for input and multiple formats 

for display.



  

Calendar



  

Calendar legend



  

Calendar legend



  

Day style options



  

Group by hour, field



  

iCal import feeds



  

iCal imports



  

iCal imports



  

iCal imports
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