...in Drupal



What that means

How we did it

Why you shouldn’t



So... what is Twitter?

¢ Streamlined info flow
® |40 character messages
® Just your friends

® ..And eighty jillion users

R




Twitter is growing.

f!;:-,.;,;:r va. Twitter cumulative messages

Source: Jason Kottke (http://www.kottke.org/07/05/growth-of-twitter-vs-blogger)



http://www.kottke.org/07/05/growth-of-twitter-vs-blogger
http://www.kottke.org/07/05/growth-of-twitter-vs-blogger

Twitter is simple.

Home Profile Fing People Settings Meip Sign ot

What are you doing?
Check this out... 'm posting on Twitter!

LAIEST NS NOT el ly ODVIOUS VALY yOU SEMT 'WO0RING M & Dut

upcate
Twiner's HTML & pretty Janky.

wilshipley | just now figured cut why Cabe's Mfe acted all

strange when | 1old her, "Hey, Gabe needs you (‘Gube' s
the REAL name of their son) .«

NameCheap [#221] What are the holiday andleugm
processions in Mexico called? |

NameCheap The answer 10 guestion #220 was. Time
Square, To view winners please visit our winners and s(ou
page at "M/ /NAamecheap. com /winmers oo sivwos ago b )

Lizak Up early again, getting ready for official ow 1of
—‘ mwooa So excited for things 10 get started! . stes g




No, really. Simple.

Public
Timeine

User's
Page

AN

Friends'
Posts

*

Individual
Post

Favorites
List

Update
Form




What can users do?

Post an update
Follow a user

Bookmark a post

Profit!



Why rebuild Twitter?

® “Sandboxed’ communication

® |ntegration into a larger site

® The simplicity challenge

-~

>

® Because it was there

Image: Exploding Dog (http://www.explodingdog.com)
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VVhat hath Drupal
wrought!?

The actions (post, follow, favorite)

The views (timeline, friends, favorites)

The Simple™

...In 24 man-hours.




What hathn’t Drupal
wrought!?

® Some layout details

® The SMS (SMS$ module)
® The API (Services module)

¢ The Community (magic) ' \.!






What did we just see?

® One content type

® Two flags

® Four helper modules
® Five views

® 200 lines of custom PHP

® One custom theme

-




The content type

The pressure to be witty is almost unbearable.

H admin
» 3

® No title, no options: just a body field.

® Custom page.tpl.php in the theme




The sidebar

Two blocks
Defined by module
50-60 lines of PHP

Faster, but brittle




Friends and favorites

I Vil o IJK.\LY J¥VLL L.

admin The pressure to be witty is almost unbearable.

—

® “Following” flag
® “Favorite” flag

® Works cleanly with Views



The update form

What are you blitting?

"' \ ' 4 ::.'...Y‘..\ ‘.. ‘l g

® Custom form in our module
® Simple validation

® Twitter’s Javascript



The listing pages

Links to other sites

® Views module
® blittr.com/[list-style]/[username]

® Filtered by Flags



The look and feel!

What are you blitting?

® Duplicates Twitter's HTML

® Uses TW|tters CSS

° Ign{,’wes the ma]orlty of Drupal’s data

Sey@n.replacement templates
(paﬁpage-noc'le,' block, node, views-table, views fields)




The other bits

SMS Framework module

Services module

Mobile theme

Personal CSS skins y
Privacy - t




Yay!



This was a
Terrible Idea




a B O 6 S & 4



Drupal is hot
wsy A framework



Drupal’s mastery curve
can be steep



Drupal is hot
an island



Drupal Is
a powerful tool



Re-use the
techniques




Don’t rebuild Twitter...
in any system!



